




1hr 45mins
Reading Section (A) 60 mins 
(One text, five questions) 

Writing Section (B) 45 mins 
(Choice of four titles – do 
ONE!) 

Top Tips: 
• Writing FIRST! 
• Answer ALL QUESTIONS
• Stick to the FOCUS of the question.
• QEX.



Writing First
Writing Section (B) 45 mins (Choice of four titles – do ONE!)

Don’t 
• Choose the ‘Write a story that ends with…’ option as it can be 

limiting. 
• Leave your story unresolved.
• Make it too complex.
DO
✓ Use a story you’ve prepared and adapt it to a question (even if only 

slightly) 
✓ Use paragraphs and vary your sentence starters.
✓ SHOW rather than TELL.
✓ Use the narrative arc or the burning tree method. 
✓ Create real and authentic characters.
✓ Focus on a moment in time.
✓ Write at least 400/450 words as stated. 



Reading Section (A) 60 mins (One text, five questions)

Don’t 
• Spend too long on questions 1 and 2.
• Repeat points you have already made.
• Go beyond the line numbers 
DO
✓ Rule off for each question, where each section begins and 

ends. 
✓ For Q1) you must include the noun. 
✓ For Q2) short sharp response
✓ For Q3 and 4) highlight question FOCUS and respond using 

QEX – Quotation (well-chosen) and Explanation (LINKING to 
the FOCUS of the question) 

✓ Q5 you are evaluating. You MUST read the question carefully. 
Use I agree/partially agree/disagree/think/feel/believe.



2hrs
Reading Section (A) 60 mins 
(two texts, six questions) 

Writing Section (B) 60 mins 
(Two tasks – complete both)

Top Tips: 
• Writing FIRST! 
• Answer ALL QUESTIONS
• Stick to the FOCUS of the question.
• QEX.

Every mark on this paper 
is work 1.5 marks – overall 

this paper is worth 60% 



Writing First
Writing Section (B) 60 mins (Two tasks – you do BOTH) 

Don’t: 
▪ Spend too long on the first task without getting to the second.
▪ Forget to proof-read and correct technical accuracy.

Do: 
✓ Give both questions equal time and energy 
✓ Consider Purpose Audience and Format. 
✓ Use DAFOREST techniques to be persuasive in your writing.
✓ Write in paragraphs.
✓ Use the correct structure and format.
✓ Take on a believable voice.
✓ Write at least 300 words as stated, for EACH.
✓ Use topic sentences and high level vocabulary. 



Reading Section (A) 60 mins (two texts, six questions)

Don’t 
• Lose track of time.
• Spend too long on quick retrieval tasks or answer in full sentences 

you don’t need to do this.  
• Try to compare in question 5.
DO:
• Use the instruction phrase to help you skim and scan for retrieval 

questions. 
• Use the same QEX method for these questions as you have in C1.
• Evaluate for Q4 (like you did for Q5 in C1) 
• Q5 here you need to find information for each text and put into 

your own words.
• Q6 you need to QEX both texts and use a comparative connective 

in-between, if you can. 



2hrs
Section (A) 60 mins
Macbeth 
• Extract Question (20 mins)
• Essay Question (40 mins)
Section (B) 60 mins
Anthology Poetry 
• Single poem analysis (20 

mins) 
• Comparison poem analysis. 

(40 mins) 

Top Tips: 
Timing is key for this paper. 
Context marks for Poetry.
Technical accuracy marks for Macbeth. 



Section A: Macbeth (60 minutes two questions)  

Don’t 
• Spend too long on the extract question. 
• Make assumptions – stick to the text and what you know. 
DO
✓ Use your time well 20 – 40 split. 
✓ Place the extract. 
✓ Use quotations from the extract.
✓ Consider the audience and this text as a play being 

performed. 
✓ Track the beginning, middle and end of the extract and the 

play.  
✓ Track character and themes looking for change/shifts and 

developments. 
✓ For the essay, tell us what you know in direct response to the 

question. 
✓ Use quotes and key events.

5 marks are available for SPAG on this question.
DO – check your spellings and general accuracy. 



Section B: Anthology Poetry (60 minutes two questions) 

Don’t 
• Spend too much time on the first question. 
• Fail to include any context.

DO
✓ Include context – knowledge of the author or the 

time/place.
✓ Use quotations that refer to the theme/focus and track 

from the beginning, middle and end of the poem. 
✓ Notice shifts in tone.
✓ Consider structure/title – LINK to the focus of the 

question.
✓ Compare as you go or a poem at a time. 
✓ Revise quotations and key ideas in each of the poems. 



Online Resources



Online Resources

Macbeth and the Supernatural – Ms Archer



Poetry Anthologies 





www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications

SYNERGY BROADCAST: Practice Papers 

Please click Download on 
phones and tablets to view 

the documents. 

http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications


The Wade Deacon Way!

The Really Useful Booklets

SYNERGY BROADCAST: Really Useful Booklets

Please click Download on 
phones and tablets to view 

the documents. 
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Approaching 6 Mark Questions

Insulin – secreted by the pancreas when glucose 
is high so glucose enters cells and is converted 

into glycogen. This returns blood glucose to the 
normal range.

Glucagon – secreted by the pancreas when 
glucose is low so glycogen is broken down in the 

liver and released into the bloodstream. This 
returns blood glucose to the normal range.



F – select the appropriate equation from the 
equation sheet. 

I – insert the numbers from the question.

F – rearrange the equation if needed, convert units if 
necessary. 

A – quote answer and units. Does the answer need 
to be rounded to a specific number of significant 
figures?



Graphs



Graphs
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https://www.revisely.com/gcse/combined-
science/aqa/questions

http://www.sparxscience.com/
http://www.kerboodle.com/
http://www.focuseducational.com/
http://www.cognitoedu.org/
http://www.my-gcsescience.com/
https://www.revisely.com/gcse/combined-science/aqa/questions
https://revisionscience.com/gcse-revision/science/science-gcse-past-papers/aqa-gcse-science-past-papers




Year 11 - Mathematics

Exam Dates

Thursday 15th May – Paper 1

(Non Calculator)

Wednesday 4rd June – Paper 2 

(Calculator)

Wednesday 11th June – Paper 3 

(Calculator)

Miss McDonald, Key Stage Four Leader of Maths
Mr Steel, Lead Practitioner in Maths

Mock Exam Dates

4th, 6th, 7th March – 3 x 1h30 papers



Year 11 Mathematics STRATEGIES

•QLA (Question Level Analysis) 

• Sparx Maths

•Past Papers/Topic Booklets

•Useful Websites



Question Level Analysis(QLA)



SPARX Maths



SPARX Maths



SPARX Maths



SPARX Maths



SPARX Maths



SPARX Maths



SPARX Maths



Past Papers
•www.mathsgenie.co.uk



www.hannahkettlemaths.co.uk

http://www.hannahkettlemaths.co.uk/




Historical Grade Boundaries
www.mathsbot.com/gcse/boundaries

Calculator fluency is vital!

-Model fx 83GT CW or fx 85GT CW

Please get in touch if you have any questions or need support

Your child’s class teacher, Miss McDonald or Mr Steel

k.mcdonald@wadedeacon.co.uk, j.steel@wadedeacon.co.uk

http://www.mathsbot.com/gcse/boundaries
mailto:k.mcdonald@wadedeacon.co.uk
mailto:j.steel@wadedeacon.co.uk
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http://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
http://www.hannahkettlemaths.co.uk/
http://www.corbettmaths.com/content
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Knowledge Organisers
What do they look like?

Each Knowledge Organiser will help you to embed the Core Knowledge into your long-term memory.

Everything is numbered so you 

know what to revise and focus 

on during a lesson.
Challenge activities are 

given to push your learning 

further.

Teachers have 

highlighted the 

best ways to 

revise and how 

you can 

demonstrate 

your learning.

Links and QR codes have been 

included to help you find useful 

websites for revision.



QR

Maths have used a QR 
code to help you link 
your topic to Sparx. 

QR Codes
QR codes with links 
to website where 
you can test your 
Core Knowledge i.e. 
Memrise/Sparx.

In Maths, a QR code 
to help you link your 
topic to Sparx. 



PPQM

AR

DC

HS

D

QR

FC

Practice makes 
perfect!
Write the Core 
Knowledge over and 
over again until its 
perfect from memory.

Hide and Seek
Revise a section of 
Core knowledge from 
the KO. Get a blank 
copy and see what 
you can fill in from 
memory.

Demonstrate it!
Take the skill from the 
Knowledge Organiser 
sheet and show me 

that you can do it!

QR Codes
QR codes with links 
to website where 
you can test your 
Core Knowledge i.e. 
Memrise/Sparks.

Flash Cards
Write key facts on 
the flash cards. Test 
your memory by 
getting someone to 
ask you questions 
on it. 

Quiz Master
Write questions and 
answers for the core 
knowledge you are 
revising. Test yourself 
and others for points.

Audio Recordings
Recordings on voice 
note help you to 
assess your progress 
and demonstrate 
what you now know.

Dual Code
Take the Core 
Knowledge and 
create images to 
represent the 
information. Use the 
images to test your 
knowledge.

What are the different strategies to revise the Core Knowledge?





Average Grade across all subjects

Attendance
Av Attainment 

Grade

100% 6.16

97% - 99% 5.5

95% - 96% 5.25

92% - 94% 4.45

90% - 91% 3.71

Students Achieving 9-5 in English 
and Maths

Attendance % securing 9-5

100% 72.4

97% - 99% 58.7

95% - 96% 56.3

92% - 94% 39.7

90% - 91% 17.6

80% - 89% 11.4

Students Achieving 9-5 in Maths

Attendance % securing 9-5

100% 72.4

97% - 99% 63

95% - 96% 59.4

92% - 94% 46.6

90% - 91% 29.4

80% - 89% 25

Students Achieving 9-5 in English

Attendance % securing 9-5

100% 79.3

97% - 99% 81.5

95% - 96% 71.9

92% - 94% 56.9

90% - 91% 47.1

80% - 89% 39.3

On average, students with 90-91% attendance achieve 1.5 grades lower then those students 
with 95-96% attendance. This is across all subjects.

90% attendance equates to 4 weeks of school missed. This is 100 hours of lesson time and 64 
hours of potential P6 sessions. 

For students studying coursework-based subjects  (Sports Studies, Creative IMedia, Art, DT, F.T, 
I.T ) this is 20 guided learning hours. Most courses require 120 GLH to complete the course.

https://www.sisraanalytics.co.uk/EAPReports/EAPReports/DrillDown?RptArea_ID=15&RptLevel_ID=5&RPTView_ID=418&StuFilter_val=100%25&Filter_ID=20&HeadlineMeasure_ID=453
https://www.sisraanalytics.co.uk/EAPReports/EAPReports/DrillDown?RptArea_ID=15&RptLevel_ID=5&RPTView_ID=418&StuFilter_val=97%25%20-%2099%25&Filter_ID=20&HeadlineMeasure_ID=453
https://www.sisraanalytics.co.uk/EAPReports/EAPReports/DrillDown?RptArea_ID=15&RptLevel_ID=5&RPTView_ID=418&StuFilter_val=95%25%20-%2096%25&Filter_ID=20&HeadlineMeasure_ID=453
https://www.sisraanalytics.co.uk/EAPReports/EAPReports/DrillDown?RptArea_ID=15&RptLevel_ID=5&RPTView_ID=418&StuFilter_val=92%25%20-%2094%25&Filter_ID=20&HeadlineMeasure_ID=453


Top tips for parents to improve develop strong attendance

• NHS guidelines state that students can still attend school with coughs, colds, 
headaches or if they feel ‘under the weather’. We often find that once students are 
in school they are able to manage.

• Tough love is needed at times- This helps to create resilience which will hold them 
in good stead post 16..

• Promote the importance of ‘Catch Up’- Those students who completed catch up 
consistently achieved better results then those who didn’t last year.

• Sleep- research says that students who get high quality sleep (at least 7 hours) at 
night on ill less often than those who get less then 7hours.

• Diet and exercise- A healthy, balanced diet and regular exercise helps developed a 
strong immune system and energy systems.
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